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worth. That Falkland's rule in Ireland was conspicuously
successful not even an apologist will maintain. He was
lacking both in firmness and tact, and his policy was oppor-
tunist to a degree unusual even in Ireland. But he had
small chance of earning distinction. Apart from the pressure
of those chronic difficulties with which he made no serious
and sustained effort to cope, he was ill supported from
home, and was virtually deprived of the only material
resource upon which English Deputies could rely.

The circumstances of his recall were rendered still further
bitter to the disappointed Deputy by an incident affecting
his son. It is apparently on the strength of this incident
that Anthony Wood, in his irresponsible chatter, speaks of
Lucius as being a " wild youth " when " carried off by his
father into Ireland ". The " wild youth" was then a boy
of twelve, and the incident which furnishes the supposed
ground for a charge of wildness occurred seven years after-
wards ! It is, however, characteristic of Ludus's impulsive
temperament, and on that account deserves to be recalled.
By the foolish partiality of his father, Lucius, though only
nineteen, had been entrusted with the command of a company.
On Falkland's departure Lucius was dismissed by the Lords
Justices, and the command was transferred to Sir Francis
Willoughby. Thereupon, Lucius, deeming it a slight to his
father as well as to himself, challenged Willoughby to a
duel. " I doe confesse youe a brave gentleman," he writes,
" (and for myne owne sake I would not but have my adver-
sary soe), but I knowe noe reason why, therfore, youe
showld have my company, any more then why therfore
you showld have my breeches, which yf every brave man

reputation with the Duke [of Buckingham], and with the King and the rest
of the Nobles here and tending also to the King's dishonour ".    Cf. " Cases in
the Courts of Star Chamber and High Commission," ed. Gardiner (Camden
Society, 1886).
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